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As ſcon as I determined to publiſh the 


following dialogue, which dropt, I 
know not how, into my hands. I at the ſame 
time embraced the reſolution of dedicating it 


in form to you. Your numerous virtues, I 


knew would - furniſh abundant matter of pa- 


negyric, the uſual matter of which dedicas» 


tions are compoſed ; and I hoped that (the 


peruſal of it being likely to render them ſer- 


Ie. vice) 
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4 DEDICATION. 
vice) the univerſal eſteem of your good cha- 
racter would recommend this trifle to the no- 


tice and favour of the public. 


Were I to dwell upon all your virtues as 
they deſerve, this dedication would, I am 
afraid, run into volumes. I will therefore, 
from the long, the awful, and the ſhining 
train of excellencies which furround you, 
ſelect one, as little praiſed as practiſed by the 


common head of. writers, and of men. 


Frugality, in men of princely fortunes is 
a rare quality, and therefore, if for no other 
reaſon, ought to attract our admiration and 
reverence. Your fortune, Sir, is indeed a 
princely one, and yet you uſe it with all poſ- 
fible abſtinence and moderation. Bleſſed are 

e the 


DEDICAPILON< & 
the poor in ſpirit. Thrice bleſſed then is the 
worthy Chamberlain of London, who con- 
ſenteth to mortify in the midſt of plenty, 
nd putteth away the abominations of vain 
and ſenſual pleaſures, when the eaſt and weſt 
would pour their luxuries round him in end- 


leſs profuſion. 


If the acquiſition of riches denoteth wiſdom, 


as I think it doth, all the wiſe men of mo- 


dern times have purſued ſuch a conduct as 


yours. Ward fought up againſt the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world; Waters 
would not indulge the ſinful luſts of the 
fleſh ; Chartres was a very Bramin in tem- 
perance; and you, Sir, ſtill more illuſtrious 
than theſe, your great predeceſſors, have ſub- 


dued and broken down every extravagant 


appetite, 


6 DEDICATION:: 
appetite, and rendered your paſſions ſubſer- 


vient to the cooleſt guidance of your reaſon. 


Hence you are enabled to render the 
community ſo much ſervice, by curbing 
the profligacy of its looſe and licentious 
members. For by you the rake is effec- 
tually reclaimed from his evil courſes ; the 
Libertine detached from his follies. You molt 
feelingly perſuade the inconſiderate to re- 
flection, the ſpendthrift to retrenchment, the 
drunkard to ſobriety, the laſcivious to con- 
tinence, the ſinner to the beſt reformation, 
and the bittereſt repentance. All this you 
do too in the darkeft. and moſt private man- 
ner. You hate oftentation, and do not with 
the world ſhould know how. much it is in- 
debted to you. 

Should 


\ 


DEDICATION. 7 


Should the world be ſo weak, bowever, as 


to blame ſuch practices, you have the beſt 


defence to froduce. Tell them that the pureſt 


of all poſſible motives, induces you to take the 


trouble of receiving the rents, and inſpecting 


the circumſtances of half the minors of Mid- 


dleſex, but PI the ſake of the public, a 


troubleſome and diſagreeable employment. 


Aſſure the world you take their fortunes only 


from thoſe who are diſpoſed to abuſe them, 


as you would twiſt an edge tool out of the 
hands of a child. That thereby you prevent 
much inconvenience to the community, and 


much miſchief to the individual, drying up 


at once the ſpring that would feed a thou- 
ſand debaucheries. Add to this, that the 
extravagance of the preſent age muſt beggar 


the next, if the providence of ſome careſul 


men 
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men did not gather up; what the looſe and 
luxurious fling carelefily away, That you not 
:only; advantage the preſent, but lay up ſtores 
Of enjoyment for a future generation. 
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bt Sith: defence. opened, explained, and 
urged with that eloquence, which drops 
ſwecter than honey from your tongue, will 
not fail to produce the beſt effects on the 
minds af the people, But ſhould they hefi- 


tare, and remain ſtill ineredulous (for the 


minds of the Mmultithde can be meaſured by 
no certain rule) affir m for the following rea- 
_ -fons, that your motive muſt be moſt juſt and 


holy. Firſt, that your own fortune being 


ery. large, and your defires very little, you 
ore: under no temptation of drud ging, to en- 
ereaſe the one, or gratify the other. Affirm 

: that 


DEDICATION: 
that money of your own honeſtly come By, his 
remained in your'/cheſts time out of mind 
{intouthed, and then aſk them to what end 
you would pile up the money of others. 


That it would be as uſeleſs to you as your 
own. Secondly, Inform the world, that if 

any circumſtince can wipe away the ſuſpi- 

cion of indirection; and add to the luſtre. of 
your deeds, it is that you perform them in 

common, with'a race of people, who, tho' 

ſeoffed at, and reviled upon earth, have been 

from time almoſt immemorial conſidered and ö 
declared the choſen favourites, and elect | 


people of God. 


So, Sir, when the day which ſees you retreat 
from the ſervice, at beſt, of an ungrateful 
multitude, which day, for your fake I hope 
1 b it 


DEPICATIO N. 
it not at a diſtance ; it will likewiſe behold 
you, not only clear of every imputation > of 
preying upon the wants of your ſpecies, hut 
loaded with honour, like the faithful ſteward 
in the Goſpel, who managed his talents to 


advantage, 


And indeed, Sir, when I conſider your 
humility, a humility which runs through all 
your virtues, your broken and contrite ſpirit, 
refuſing the mirth and gaicty of the looſe and 
thoughtleſs, and delighting to ſhare in the 
miſeries of your kind, your charity, which 
not content with the ills that burden the ſur- 
ſace, penetrates into the very bowels of the 
earth ; and taking 1 cauſe of his affliction 
from the wretch condemned to toil out a joy- 
leſs, dark, uncomfortable exiſtence, in ſearch 

of 
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DEDICATION. 
of a droſs, which has its value only in the 
madneſs of mankind; your humanity, which 
an this pernicious metal is lifted into 
the wars would remove it from the hands 
of men, and hide it from their eyes for ever; 
whenever, Sir, I conſider theſe and the 
other generous and difinterefled qualities, 
which compoſe your character, I cannot 
avoid preferring the peace of ſo excellent a 
man, to the good of the community, and 
wiſhing his. if not in Abraham's boſom, 
yet in ſome peaceful retirement where the 
cares and ia of mankind could for 


everafter, neither reach nor moleſt his quiet. 


And if this, or any future writing of mine, 


can aſſiſt in detaching you from a world, for 


which 


DEDICATION. 


which the melting tenderneſs of your heart 
anfits you, it will be one of thoſe large 


fatisfa&tions, which fometimes diſtend the 


breaſt of, 6 „ 
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Charles Churchill, Minos, Lord Ruſſell, 
Jeremiah Dyſon. 


rern. 


E E yonder a ſhade bowing and cringing 

to Minos, as if he was begging the re- 
miſſion of ſome harſh ſentence, Let us a 
proach him. By Pluto, 'tis he, Dyſon him- 
ſelf. That man, my lord, has been the 
moſt honeſt, civil, obliging, good-natured 
gentleman for many years about the court. 
He would ſay any thing, or do any thing for 
payment, Moſt venerable Minos, ſhall we 
entreat a reſpite of this wretch's torments, 
till I queſtion him about the country. he 
comes from plundering? ' 


B Minos. 
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MIN Os. 


J grant it moſt willingly, Mr. Churchill, 
tho' I do not believe it will be a reſpite. A baſe 
ſpirit is never ſenſible of its own worthleſs- 
neſs, as in the preſence of the noble and up- 
right. And believe me, this mortifying 
conſciouſneſs is the ſevereſt punithment 
which can be inflicted on bad Men in any 
ſtate. To -puniſh that Creature, adequately 
to his offences, he ought for ever to be con- 
demned to the converſation of Lord Ruffell 
and Mr. Churchill. But for your ſakes, he 
is doomed to a milder chaſtiſement. 


CHURCHILL. 


Minos, accept our moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgements. Mr. Dyſon, your ſervant. 


DxSs ON. 


Oh, Dear Sir, your moſt obedient humble 
ſervant. Any ſervice, Dear Sir, in my power 
pray be obliging enough to command, I 

Hall feel myſelf extremely happy to 


CHURCHITLII. 


A truce with your court cant. Know you 
are now in the regions of Truth, Inform me if 
| 1 you 
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| you can in what ſituation you have left my 
country. And then I would be happy to 
| know ſomething of my Friend, the ſecond 
Hambden of England, I need not tell you 

' 529 whom I mean, 


Dyso N. 


| Dear Sir, he ſo good as to put off that ſtern 
look, and I will give you every information 
in my power molt freely. I feel ſuch a tre- 
mor. Do, Dear Sir. Ay, now I am reaſſured, 


CHURCHIL L. 


Proceed then. 


Dy $s ON, 


The firſt part of your queſtion is eafily an- 
if ſwered. Your country is in the ſame hands, 
and under a few more trifling embarraſs- 
ments, than thoſe which were accuſtomed 
to give you ſo much offence. The Scotch, 
Mr. Churchill, the Scotch are a very fine 
4 people. You will allow them to be very 
| generous in taking off our hands, almoſt all 
| the fatigue and danger of government; and 
| very patient too under greater loads of our 
| treaſury lumber, than any poor nation be- 
fore was ever encumbered with. They are ex= *® 
B 2 cellent 
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cellent ſtewards, and we could not, in my 
humble opinion, have committed the ceco- 
nomy of our Exchequer into better hands. 
Would you think, that ſince your time, 
with infinite demands at home, and a very 
expenſive war abroad, they have not dipped 
more than fifty Millions; and then they live 
ſo well, and are ſo generous to their poor 
Dependants, and do ſo much credit to the 
liberality of their Maſter, and ſend ſuch 
waggon loads of wealth into Scotland, and 
laugh ſo in their ſleeves, and —— 


CHURCHIL I. 


Gracious God, look down upon my coun- 
try: What muſt this come to? The Scotch 
in power, lord Bute prime miniſter, >= 


Dyson. 


No, lord Bute is not prime miniſter, He 
has placed a poor weather-beaten figure on 
the box, whilſt he himſelf rides ſnugly on 
the infide, and holds a ſtring to check him 
when he pleaſes. 'The Scotch are not 
in appearance foremoſt, What then! All 
the wealth, and all the power of the nation 
are in effect, in their hands. They hold the 


kernel, and leave Engliſh adventurers to 


fatten 


—_— 
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fatten on the ſhell. I muſt do them the juſ- 
tice, indeed, to ſay, that wherever they find 
an Engliſhman of northern principles, (and 
many Engliſhmen there are, and more there 
will be of ſuch principles) he is admitted 
into the gang, and receives a ſhare of the 
booty. 1 myſelf, for example, was in vaſt 
requeſt amongſt them. They could not have 
loved or truſted me more had I been born 
beyond the Tweed. True, indeed, I de- 
ſerved their confidence. 'The King, his fa- 
vourite lord Bute, and his counſellor lord 
Mansfield, were my Trinity in Unity. I 
adored the firſt almoſt as much as God 
the Father; and the two laſt more than the 
Son and H— G 


EU 


Blaſphemous ſlave! 


Lo RD RUs s ELI. 


Patience, my good friend. Did not you 
yourſelf aſſure me, that all men in modern 
courts muſt fall before they can ie; the 
creature before us is abject to an extreme; 
but then ſervility is the badge of his profeſſion. 
] would no more expect to find a man of 
ſpirit in the Court, after your report of it, 
than a- ſound ſheep in a rotten flock, or a 
Veſtal 
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Veſtal in a brothd. Do, Mr. Dyſon, prov 


ceed, and give us ſome account of the ex- 
penſive war you juſt now mentioned, and 
why entered into, 


CHURCHIL 1. 


Let him ſpare us the recital. Montgo- 
mery has already informed me. But tell 
me how you haye left my FRIEND ; combat- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, as uſual, the invaſions of the 
prerogative, and crowned with the applauſe 
of his fellow citizens. 


DySs O. 


Ves, he has combated with all his might, 
the extending of the power of the crown, 
which (to deal ingenuouſly) we meditated 
and ſtopped the progreſs of uſurpation, where 
it muſt have encroached on the conſtitu- 
tional rights of the people. His attachment 
to the cauſe he eſpouſed, his contempt of 
danger, his piercing diſcernment into the 
corruptions of the court ; for many indeed 
there were; his happy talent of expoſing theſe 
corruptions to the contempt and deteſtation 
of the nation, his complete knowledge of 
the virtues and excellence of the conſtitu- 


tion, his ſincere and honeſt defence when» 
| ever 


ö 
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ever danger threatened it, rendered him a 


moſt deſirable Champion to a people who 


loved their freedom, and a moſt formidable 
Antagoniſt toevery adminiſtration who wiſhed 


to overturn it. In ſhort, gentlemen, but for 


him the charter of your inſolent Countrymen 
had been precarious and deſpicable. With 
ſuch tools as we held in our hands, the whole 


Scotch nation to a man, and at leaſt one 


third of the Engliſh, who receive the wages 
of the king, or are under the influence of 
thoſe who do, muſt not our ſucceſs have 
been infallible? We muſt have carried 
our point. But he—he awed us into honeſty, 
terrified us into moderation; we deſpaired 
of eluding his vigilance, and we had no hope 
of ſhaking his courage, or corrupting his in- 
tegrity. But for him, I might have lived to 
ſee bayonets at the breaſts of the ſtubborn 


yeomanry. I might have lived to ſee the 
fruits of city thrift transferred from Lombard 


Street to the Exchequer. I might have ſeen, 
good God, what might I not have ſeen, if 
that Dzmon had not ſtood in our way, and 
thrown a damp upon the ſyſtem of reforma- 


tion we had laid down, and meant to carry 


into execution. I fee that you, my lord, 
and you Mr. Churchill, look upon me with 


amazement and indignation ; but allow me 


to ſay, that Some are made to ſave; Others ta 


deſtroy. You, my lord, and your colleague, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sydney, felt nodoubt a pleaſure, which I 
could not feel in mounting the ſcaffold, and 
becoming martyrs to the conſtitution of your 
country. That was your glory, your ſatis- 
faction, of which I confeſs I had no concep- 
tion. To ſteal into the old gothic ſanctuary 
of Britiſh freedom, and enrich myſelf with 
ſome ſubſtantial pillage, was mine. If the 
atriot had not guarded the door, every orna- 
ment which the blood of ages had purchaſed, 
and the piety of our Anceſtors conſecrated to 
the ſervice of the public, had been torn down, 
and of courſe become the plunder of me and 
my fellow ſervants, He ſpoiled our fortunes, 
and we will never forgive him. | 


CHURCHILL, 


O, glorious Man, how I long to ſee thee 


here, to lead thee into the grove appointed 
for thy reſidence, to crown thee with ne- 
'ver-fading laurels, to bleſs thee with the 
converſe of ſpirits like thyſelf, My friend, 
-my friend, how my heart exults in the 
name. Who would not he virtuous? the 
friend of his country? Eternal fame and 
honour attend him in the world above, and 
ſſtill more, unceaſing bliſs awaits him in this. 


DYSON. 


Not fo faſt Sir. His fame and honour, 1 
aflure you, have begun to diminiſh in oe 
| wor 
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world above, and on the very ſpot, where 
one would think it ought to have continued 


immortal. What think you £ of the City 


deſerting him ? 
| CHURCHILL. 
Impoflible ! 


Dys ON. 


Not at all, Sir, he was once the God of 


their idolatry; but they have taken him 
down and ſet up another. 


 Cuvrcnilrri. 
Some nobler, braver, bolder, better man, 
then I forgive them. 


DYSON. 


O yes, a much better man, an hundred 
thouſand pounds at leaſt better than the pc 

Patriot. As to his bravery and boldneſs, 
he has given ſome very convincing 
proofs of them too; firſt, without any 
recommendation to the. favour of the pub- 
lic, he was brave enough to oppoſe him- 
ſelf to your friend, who had claims upon 
their gratitude. And ſecondly, without any 
temptation, he was ſo reſolute as to break 
the laws your friend had with ſo much care 
protected, and to become out of mere wan- 


tonneſs an Uſurer. 
Lo RD 
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' Lord Russ ELI. 


Pray, Mr. Dyſon, do not you be too 
brave, and ſay the thing that is not. No- 
thing 1s deemed more flagitious here than 
falſhood, nor puniſhed with more ſeverity. 
Recelle& yourſelf, and as you. would wiſh 
to eſcape the whips of the Furies, do not 
utter ſuch fables; for it appears to me al- 
together abſurd and incredible, that men fo 
famed for the love and encouragement of 

atriotiſm as the citizens of London, could 
prefer ſuch a creature as you have mentioned, 
without any recommendation to their eſteem, 
and diſcard a man, who had merited ſo 


largely of them as the friend of Mr. 


Churchill ; ſo take care. 


Dys$SORN. 


J do aflure your lordſhip, that though I 
never ſpoke truth in the other world, I have 
been guilty but of one falſhood in this. 
Mercury, in our deſcent hither, laid on me 
ſo handſomely for that, with his Caduceus, that 
have no with he would repeat the diſcipline. 
What I have ſaid, may appear improbable, 
but nevertheleſs is true. 


nenn r. 


What diſcard! the man who had ſaved 
them and their poſterity from ſlavery, and 
prefer an Uſurer ! it cannot be. An uſurer! 
| you 
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you muſt have belied them; they could not 
be ſo loſt to all decency and honour; you 
muſt have been miſtaken. 


DySsoN . 


Hear me patiently, and as J hope for ſome 
remiſſion of the puniſhment decreed me by 
Minos, I will give you a candid and fair rela- 
tion of the fact, then judge for yourſelves. A 
conſiderable poſt in the gift of the city hap- 


| pening to be vacant, your friend relying on 


is ſervices, and the ſenſe of them, impreſſed 
as he imagined too deeply on the hearts of 
the citizens eyer to be effaced, applied for 
this poſt. He expected to find gratitude, 
amongſt a people for whom he had ſweated 


water and blood: but mark the iflue. The 


citizens, (amongſt whom, by the way, po- 
liteneſs has made a large progreſs) moſt 
wiſely and morally determined to remember a 
few private irregularities he had been at ſome 
time guilty of, and to forget all his public 
ſervices, ; | 
CHURCHILL, 


I hope they will ſoon forbid the ſun 
to ſhine upon them, becauſe he has a few 


fpots on his ſurface. 


Dy$oN. 


They liſtened moſt eagerly to our 
emiſſaries, who were very buſily em- 
C 2 ployed 
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ployed at that time ; for you muſt know 
we. ſtrained every nerve to diſappoint the 
man who had ſo often and ſo bitterly diſ- 
appointed us. We encouraged the retch I 
have mentioned. A fellow we all deſpiſed, 
but —who was we knew perfectly in our 
intereſts, and would ſell his country, nay 
his -ſoul to perdition, for a little money, 
to ſet up in oppoſition to the Patriot. 
We ſolicited moſt. ftrenuouſly, and were 
laviſh of oaths, promiſes, bribes : he, re- 
lying firmly on the gratitude of-his gener- 
ous countrymen, did not'aſk the ſupport of 
a-ſingle voter. He aſſured himſelf, that after 
being buffetted by the tempeſt, and ſhattered 
in their ſervice, they would conduct him into 
a ſafe and quiet harbour; and ſuffer him to 
repoſe in peace for the remainder of his life. 
We on the contrary, leſt the people ſhould 
remember the dangers he had encountered, 
the rights he had defended, the tyranny he 
had oppoſed; the conſtitution he had confirm- 
ed, hired every little news-paper writer, 
every wretched pamphleteer to abuſe him: 
Bate to pinch Bi in entendre, Shebbeare 


to ſpatter him with dirt, and Johnſon to 


knock him down with polyſyllables. Con- 
trary to our hope, our ſchemes ſucceeded ; 
Liberty fell, Uſury was exalted ; what think 
you now of the good citizens ? 


LoRD 
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LoRD RUSsSs ET. 


What you ſay ſtaggers my belief, It is in- 
deed incredible that the multitude, giddy and 
fooliſh, and capricious as they are, would fall 
down and worſhip a beaſt, becauſe, like 
Aaron's calf, he was covered over with gold, 
and forſake a man, who, as you moſt truly 
fay, ſweated blood in their ſervice. It is a 
ſtupidity, an abomination not rationally to 
be accounted for; it will be ranked hereaf- 
ter amongſt thoſe beaſtly follies, that have 
ere and debaſed, human nature. The 

iſtorian will bluſh when he records it. In all 
my reading I cannot find a parrallel. The 
Romans forſook Brutus, their god- like deli- 
liverer, to follow the ſtandards of Anthony, 
that ſlave and pander to the luſts of their for- 
mer tyrant; but then theſe Romans were the 
— baſeſt of the people accuſtomed to 
the yoke of Cæſar, and inſenſible of the bleſſing 
offered them. This ſame unhappy people in 
the days of their degeneracy, ſaw the horſe of 
one of their emperors, a conſul; but they 
only acquieſced in an inſult they were in- 


capable of revenging : they did not of their 
own free choice elect the horſe: Beſide, 
an - horſe compared to an Ulſurer is an 
innocent animal, An horſe could not 


be guilty of ſuch multiplied baſeneſs 


and 
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and wickedneſs. Nothing but human na- 


ture in its rotteneſt ſtate of corruption can 
cauſe to his kind ſuch miſchiefs as the uſurer, 
the mercileſs wretch who applies his lips to the 
foftveins of Infants and Minors, and ſucks out 
their life blood, entraps the honeſt and incau- 
tious, heaps neceſſities upon the Neceſſitous, 
and makes that wealth, which in proper hands 
might be the generous inſtrument of happi- 
neſs to multitudes, the ruin of their fortunes, 
the inflamer of their appetites, the cauſes of 
momentary and barren joys, and of laſting 
miſery and diſquiet. And yet an Uſurer you 
fay was preferred by the wiſe and patriotic 
citizens, to One who for years had ſtood in 
the breach and guarded the conſtitutiun, who, 
had expoſed to the contempt they merited, 


Ja cowardly court, and a corrupt adminiſtra- 
tion; and drawn upon himſelf all that ven- 


geance which the detection of turpitude 
never fails to exaſperate ; who, with a diſcre- 
tion ſeldom, and a firmneſs ſcarcely ever paral- 
leled, walked ſteadily for years on the brink of 


S precipice, whilſt the thouſand hands of a le- 
prous and vindictive Generation were hourly. 


ſtretched forth to puſh him in; who had 
watched, fought, written, bled for the free- 
dom of his country, To fuch a man they 
preferred an Uſurer. Good God! my mo- 
deration begins to forſake me—was there ever 
ſuch an inſtance of folly and ingratitude ; who 

will 
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will now appear for them? who will now 
ſtand forth in their behalf ? 


CHURCHILL. 


He, the man they have injured, would again 
ſtand forth in his country's defence, if again 
his country needed his aſſiſtance. Meanly as 
they have treated him, I, who have fathomed 
his heart, know, he would not deſert them. 
The immorality of one candidate diſpleaſed 
the citizens; pray was the mean odious ugly 
vice of the other acceptable to them ? | 


Dys$ON. 


Uſury, you mean ? 


CHURCHILL. 


Ido, Dyſon. Hewas not abſolutely convicted 
before the election of ſuch practices, though 
the ſuſpicion might well, without any want of 
_ Chriſtian charity, he againſt him. 


Lord Russ EI. 


That circumſtance, Mr. Churchill, is ſome 
extenuation of the citizens offence, though not 
altogether an excuſe of their conduct. 


Alto- 


— Is. 
wel Meeps . T om — 


— —— 


—— — 
—— — — . —— — 


CET” "men ea 
KA —— 


24 Extortion no Uſury, Gc. 


C HU RC HILL. 


Altogether — Not at all, my lord. public 
honours ought to be the reward only of Thoſe 


who have ſignalized themſelves in the ſervice 


of the Public. If ever they can with pro- 
priety be conferred on private men, it muſt 
be when there is a total dearth of public 


men. Upon what pretence can a man only 


of private merit lay claim to the favour of the 
public. I think upon none. If he has de- 
meaned himſelf well in his ward or pariſh, 
let this ward or pariſh regard him accord- 
ingly ; but the man whoſe benefits take not 
in a pariſh or a county, but ſpread far and 
wide, and embrace a mighty empire, ſuch a 
man ought to be looked up to as the Father and 
Guardianof the people, ſtatues ſhould be raiſed 
to him, his image ſhould be pedeſtalled upon 
every heart, his praiſes be ſounded from every 
tongue. Every acknowledgement in the 
2 of the people ought to be laid at his 
feet. But, when the people, inſtead of pay- 
ing due honours to public ſpirit, make their 
favour cheap and contemptible, by laviſhing 
the rewards of merit on Wretches, not only 


void of all noble and generous qualities, but 


heaped up with the baſeſt and moſt contemp- 
ble vices, they diſhonour themſelves, diſ- 
hearten their beſt and braveſt champions, and 
diſſerve the cauſe it is their intereſt to ſup- 

2 port, 


Extortion no Uſury, Sc. E 


port, the cauſe of Liberty. Contemptu fame 
rontemni virtutem. Who now will feel that 
ſpur that has animated and quickened the 
nobleſt ſpirits into zeal for the public good 2 
Who will regard the applauſe of the citizeus, 
who court their favour, when it muſt be 
ſhared with ſuch a REPTILE as their pre- 
ſent favourite. None now will feel that ge- 
nerous ardour, but the few who love virtue 
For its own ſake, and proſecute the happineſs 
of their country, from no other motive, but 
that of ſatisfying 'their own hearts. And 
how- few theſe are, your lordſhip need not 
be informed. The century that can boaſt 
three ſuch men, may account itſelf rich in- 
deed. But the beſt efforts of theſe few will 
be of none effect, unleſs ſeconded by the con- 
ſent and approbation of the multitude; their 
voice, their complaints, their remonſtrances, 
their indignation, muſt ſpeak through the 
mouths of their patriots, or they will never 
bear terror to the ears of a guilty adminiſtra- 
tion, nor can the moſt ſtrenuous exertions of 
their moſt able DEPEND ERS, whilſt the na- 
tion is ſunk in a ſtupid lethargy, equally fond 
of thoſe -who labour to bind, as thoſe who 
endeavour to take off their chains, -produce 
them either honour or profit. If they were 
ſenſible of their ſituation what dangers threaten 


the conſtitution, how corrupt their repreſen- 
tatives, how bold and profligate their adver- 
2111 D ſaries ? 
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ſaries; they would unite. as one man, ſupport 
with all their might the man capable of ſup- 
porting their juit claims, and ſecuring the 
conſtitution, They would give every en- 

couragement, even to the appearances of vir- 
tue, and loſe no opportunity of - rewarding 
the actual ſervices of their real friends. They 
would rid themſelves: of their uſurer, ſhake 
him off as ſomething loathſome to their na- 
ture, deſtructive and fatal to their very ex- 
iſtence. They would take back- to their 


-boſoms the man who long and deſervedly 


poſſeſſed them, and teach the riſing genera- 
tion a leſſon of all others the moſt uſeful, 
a leſſon in which old Rome inſtructed her 
children that public honours muſt be the 
rewards only of thoſe who have Gclervad, well 


we the Fn: 


| Lord Rocca: 85 


i 40 wiſh: Mr. Churchill, our countrymen 
had heads to comprehend, and hearts to 
feel the full force of ſuch doctrines. But J 
am afraid that having made one lip, they will 
. be aſhamed to retrieve it. In general, the 
- obſtinacy of error induces mankind to a repe- 
tition of their folly... I do not know how 
they can continue this aſurer in his place, 


hs n Lhave my fears. Llod ws 1 
0 _ 
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DysSoN. 


I dare ſay, my lord, they think the ap- 
ointment of this uſurer, as you call him 
pro bono publico. For who is ſo capable of 
managing the city monies to advantage, as 
he who receives 20 per cent, from his own. 


Lo RD Russ EI. 


% 


Peace, Sir, with your unſeaſonable jeſts. 
What do you think, Mr. Churchill; will 
they continue him? 


Cn Une 


Upon better reflection, I am of opinion 
they will not. Unaccountable whims will 
ſometimes poſſeſs not only individuals, but 
whole communities, and tranſport them 
often into abſurdity, ſometimes into vice. 


Good ſenſe will preſide in its turn; and 


whenever the citizens ſee with their own eyes 
(for I believe at the time of the uſurer's elec- 
tion, they were full of court duſt) with what 
mortification will they behold the mane 
terous elevation they made? the uſurer 
crawling down from the eminence, an which 


D 2 they 
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they had placed him, to indulge not open or 
manly vices, but to ſkulk into the dark, and 
to contrive with Jews and brokers how to 
extend a fortune, which before had ſcarcely 
any limit. They will recolle& all the me- 
fits of him whom once they moſt juſtly 
iJdolized, and think the treatment he expe- 
rienced, very unworthy him, and moſt diſ- 
graceful to themſelves, It will, I hope, ap- 

ear to them not only diſhonourable to de- 
prive the labourer of his hire, but impolitic 
to detach by their ingratitude from the ſęrvice 
of his countty, a min of all others the moſt 
capable of aſfiſting it. Will not the conduct 
of the court inſtru them? The morals of 
its ſervants are not, I believe, looked cloſely 
into; pray, Mr. Dyſon, were you ſo ſqueamiſh 
in the choice of your officers as the city? 


DysoN, 


Not at all, Sir, immorality weighed very lit- 
tle with us. Wecared not what the morals of 
6ur ſervants were, from the firſt lord of the ad- 
miralty down to the paymaſter general of the 
forces; and from the paymaſter of the forces 
down to our boxefs at Brentford, providec 


they did as they were defired. Upon ſom. 


occaſions, indeed; the want of principle wa: 


Father a ſervice than a diſſervice, to the for- 


tunes 
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tunes of ſome amongſt us, as theſe deſperate 
men were always ordered out on every deſpe- 
rate occaſion; and thought the beſt inſtruments 
of effecting what men of any delicacy or 
principle refuſed to appear in. Quanto perde- 


ſior quiſque eo acrius urget. Squeamiſh, not at 


all. I have known ſome men to have thrived 
like ſome plants, exactly in proportion to 
the quantity of ordure at their roots, 


Cn leni. 


Then I truſt, when there are men covered 
all over with ſcabs and blotches, employed by 
the court to extend the power of the crown, 
that a few ſpots will not offend in him who 
has defended and continues to defend the 
rights of the people. Or if this conſideration 
had not its proper influence, in bringing back 
the people toa ſenſe of their duty, that they 
will reflect on the juſtice of making the rem- 
nant of a life happy, which was ſo freely 
and frequently hazarded for them and their 
liberties; on the reproach, it will be to their 
hearts and underſtandings, if they a ſecond 
time exalt the wretch whoſe vile practices 
have not only diſcredited himſelf, but diſ- 
honoured the judgement of his conſtituents; 
on the national diſgrace of permitting the 


creatures, who had never toiled in the public 
| field, 
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field, to go off laden with the harveſt, whilſt 
he who held the fickle, and bore the brunt 
of the day, is caſt off to perith in a corner. 
1 have no doubt but they will act juſtly and 
generouſly, and ſhew themſelves not un- 
grateful for the benefit they have received, 
nor unworthy the ſervices which may here- 
after be rendered them. Of this no more. 
Let us retire to the grove, and reſume the 
tranquility this relation hath a little ruffled. 
Alecto will have the honour, Mr. Dyſon, of 
conducting you, | 
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